May 6, 2021
The Honorable Charles Schumer
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate
U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20150

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate
U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Speaker Pelosi, and Leader McCarthy:
We are writing to you as co-chairs of the bipartisan Mayors for Parks Coalition, a project of City Parks Alliance.
The Mayors for Parks Coalition represents mayors from cities large and small across the country who advocate
for strong federal investment in our nation’s city parks.
As legislation is being developed to help address our nation’s infrastructure needs, we want you to know that
mayors recognize city parks as essential elements of city planning, and ask that you include city parks as eligible
components within any infrastructure package moving forward.
Cities are now creating and using parks as an integrated approach to manage their environmental and civic
infrastructure needs, leveraging their multi-functionality and broad community benefits.
Specifically, parks make cities more resilient to major storms and help cities manage stormwater. They provide
transportation corridors, thereby reducing traffic congestion and air pollution. As we’ve seen during the
pandemic, parks provide places for people to exercise, which can reduce a variety of mental health conditions,
including anxiety and depression, and help manage other chronic diseases, such as obesity, diabetes, and heart
disease, which can reduce public health costs. Parks also offer a wide range of environmental benefits, keeping
our rivers and streams clean and removing air pollution, linked to asthma in children. And, parks improve safety:
research has shown that greening vacant lots reduces gun crime and strengthens community cohesion. Through
these collective benefits, parks help create a high quality of life for cities, spurring investment, and creating jobs.
Here are a few examples of how cities are using parks to meet an array of needs:
•

•

Nashville’s Cumberland and Riverfront Parks, along the Mississippi River, capture one million gallons
of stormwater a year, providing flood protection while irrigating the park’s gardens and greenspaces.
The combined cost of $61.5 million for the development of the two parks has helped generate $1 billion
in new investment surrounding the parks.
Historic Fourth Ward Park, a part of the Atlanta Beltline, is designed to hold up to five million gallons of
stormwater and withstand a 500-year storm. Park construction cost $16 million less than the concrete
tunnel originally planned and has become a major gathering and recreational place for the local residents
and tourists.

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

The Atlanta Beltline, a 22-mile path around the city, has seen more than $3 billion in adjacent
development since the Beltline’s creation.
Denver’s Confluence Park use of $1.2 million in federal funds has galvanized over $2.5 billion in local
public and private funding and has become a premier outdoor recreation destination.
Lafitte Greenway in New Orleans is now designed to handle 100% of rainfall from a 10-year storm
while providing a place for people to exercise and a space for community events and gatherings.
Fairmount Park in Philadelphia provides transportation options for commuters, with an average of 4,560
daily trips, and features a one-acre wetland that treats a portion of the 70 million gallons of stormwater
generated in the watershed each year.
Chicago’s 606 project shows the benefits of linear parks. In its first year of operation the trail averaged
4,531 daily trips, with a high of more than 10,000. Sixty-four percent use the trail for commuting,
thereby reducing traffic congestion and air pollution.
Memphis’ Shelby Farms Park and Greenline’s $70 million investment in new amenities and
improvements has nearly doubled the park’s economic impact to more than $13 million annually in
increased jobs, visitor spending, and tax revenue.
Fort Worth benefited from $6.6 million in Transportation Enhancement funds with $6.6 million in local
public and private dollars to build five connections to the Trinity River Trail, creating access for a
variety of diverse neighborhoods while mitigating the impact of the Chisholm Trail Tollway over the
main stem of the city’s trail system.

Mayors know that innovative investments in community parks help grow local economies by creating jobs,
increasing property values, and attracting the kinds of businesses, workforces, and private capital that make
metropolitan areas competitive in today’s global economy. In fact, many studies have shown that parks add a 1520% premium to nearby residential and commercial land.
Indeed, the United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) adopted an urban park resolution that emphasized the
importance of parks as essential elements in a comprehensive approach to urban policy and community
development and urged Congress to include city parks in any future infrastructure package.
Today, 80 percent of us live in metropolitan areas. As cities become more densely populated, planners, elected
officials, and community advocates are taking a fresh look at parks and their potential to help address critical
urban infrastructure and public health issues.
We urge you to include city parks in any future infrastructure package.
Thank you for your support. We look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,
Mayor Michael B. Hancock (D)
Denver, CO

Mayor Betsy Price (R)
Fort Worth, TX

Cc: Chair Sanders, Ranking Member Graham, Chair Yarmuth, Ranking Member Smith, Chair Carper, Ranking
Member Capito, Chair Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, Chair Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, Chair
Pallone, Ranking Member McMorris Rodgers, Chair DeFazio, Ranking Member Graves, Chair Grijalva,
Ranking Member Westerman, Chair Scott, and Ranking Member Thompson

